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By Jonathan PaPPalardo 
CliPPer ContriButor

Nine years ago Duxbury 
resident Joan Collins was 
looking for a way to “get 
shooting and be around oth-
ers” when she reignited her 
interest in photography after 
a 20-year hiatus. Her thoughts 
turned to the Duxbury Camera 
Club, which had begun in the 
1970s with a dozen members, 
but had fizzled out and lay 
dormant for years.

In September 2008, Col-
lins reached out to her friend 
Kathy Dixon with the idea of 
reviving the club and bringing 
it into the digital age, which 
has made photography more 
accessible for a wider audi-
ence.

“We started with an ad in 
the Clipper,” explained Col-
lins. “Our goal was to have 
a meeting about forming the 
club and discussing how to go 
about it.”

Collins booked the Set-
ter Room at the Duxbury Free 
Library, thinking a space with 
a maximum occupancy of 12 
would be enough for the resur-
rected club’s first meeting. 

“Thirty-eight people 
showed up,” she said. “It was 
unreal. We were packed in like 
sardines. People were standing 
in the hall.” 

Participants included folks 
from Marshfield and Plym-
outh as well as members of 
the South Shore Camera Club 
in Quincy. Collins, a deep-
ly competitive person who 
served as club president, had 
imagined the club as a space 
to hold competitions. The at-
tendees squashed the idea. 

“Four or five of them really 
set the tone,” she said. “They 
envisioned a club where we 
could learn about the craft.” 

The generosity of club 
members became apparent 
when the first order of busi-
ness was to purchase a digital 
projector to display and share 
images at meetings. The cost 
was $1,500, which Collins 
says they needed immediately. 
They set a price of $100 for 
contributing members.

“Within a month we had 
20 contributing members and 
the projector, ” she said.

In the years since, the 
club has grown to more than 
80 members who take part in 
a variety of offerings includ-
ing workshops on portraiture 
and lighting painting, small 
group sessions relating to na-
ture photography and monthly 
field trips to places like Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, the Peabody 
Essex Museum and the Brim-
field Antique Show. 

The club’s monthly meet-
ings are held at the Duxbury 
Free Library in the Merry 
Room on the first Wednesday 
of the month at 7 p.m.,  and the 
public is encouraged to attend. 
The meetings feature slide 
shows, critiques and renowned 
guest speakers. A monthly 
challenge affords members 
the chance to share photos re-
lating to topics like bald heads 

and landscapes without a sky. 
Presentations have includ-

ed talks from Boston Globe 
staff photographer David L. 
Ryan, famed night photogra-
pher Lance Keimig and Greg 
Derr, an eager member from 
the early days. 

“He would attend the club 
as a boy in the 1970s,” said 
Collins. “His mom would 
drop him off. Now he’s a pho-
tographer with The Patriot 
Ledger.” 

The Duxbury Camera 
Club’s annual photography 
show will be displayed at the 
Ellison Center for the Arts 
beginning mid-April. Titled 
“Exposed 2017” the show is 
a collaborative effort between 
the club and the Duxbury Art 
Association, which is rebrand-
ing and returning to its roots. 

Kindergarten 
registration 
begins

Kindergarten regis-
tration for the 2017-2018 
school year will take place 
during the week of March 
20 by appointment. 

Parents will be able to 
complete the online portion 
of registration and set up an 
appointment beginning on 
March 1. 

For more information, 
please visit the Chandler 
School website and click on 
the kindergarten informa-
tion page.

Duxbury Camera Club members Frank Moccaldi, left, and Rick Heath 
at a field trip to the Newport Coaching Show in Newport, RI.

Duxbury Camera Club thrives in the digital age

Photo courtesy Duxbury Camera Club
Continued on page 8
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When it comes to Dux-

bury, Shawn Dahlen knows 

his way around. 

“I love the town and I’m 

active in the community,” he 

said. “There’s a joke around 

town that I hardly ever leave 

Duxbury.”
Dahlen Building and Landscaping
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With Duxbury roots as 

strong as Emmett Sheehan’s, 

entrepreneurship was the only 

way to go. 

“I didn’t want to leave 

our beautiful community,” he 

said.
Eagles Nest Tree & Landscape
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When it comes to giving 

back, no one does it better than 

the Duxbury Thrift Shop. 

The Duxbury Thrift Shop, 

located in the Foodie’s Plaza 

on Depot Street, celebrates 

its 65th anniversary this year. 

Founded in 1950 by a small 

group of Duxbury residents, 

the Thrift Shop was estab-

lished as a way to serve Dux-
Duxbury Thrift Shop

Homegrown
Duxbury’s

Duxbury Clipper 

Business Guide 2015

B  G
 S , 

E @D
C

.  

Welcome to the 2015 Duxbury Clipper 
-

tion on Duxbury businesses.

With everything from landcapers and archi-

tects to nail salons and liquor stores, you can 

around town. 

This year, we are happy to unveil a new 

editorial section that we are calling “Home-

grown.” 
The Homegrown column celebrates local 

businesses and their owners. Our Homegrown 

businesses were started by people who grew 

up in Duxbury, were educated in Duxbury and 

chose to start and grow their successful busi-

nesses in Duxbury. 

For our Homegrown column, we reached 

out to many local businesses for interviews and 

we are happy to share with you the success sto-

ries of a handful of our local businesses. 

The Clipper, which could also be considered a 

Homegrown business. Please enjoy the story of 

our inception and growth over 65 years on page 

16.  
This year, we asked Duxbury businesses to 

give us a “fun fact” about their building, own-

ership or business. The answers are varied and 

You Know?” columns throughout the paper. 
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If you’re a fan of oysters, 

you’ve probably heard of Is-

land Creek Oysters. If you’re 

not a fan of oysters but you 

are familiar with Duxbury, 

you’ve probably also heard of 

Island Creek Oysters. If you 

categories, you will now.  Island Creek Oysters
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’s Did You

     Know?
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Bayside Marine
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In the 1940’s, if a Duxbury 

resident needs to a bike, they 

knew where to go: Hall’s Cor-

ner. Today, if that same Dux-

bury resident needed a boat, 

they know where to go: Snug 

Harbor. Over several decades, 

one company has continued 

to serve Duxbury’s needs, no 

matter what they may be. 

In 1949, Jack Kent, Sr., 

purchased an appliance busi-

ness in Hall’s Corner. As the 

Did you know?  Businesses around town have 

well-kept secrets about their business, how they 

were started, and what some of their favorite 

customers enjoy most about their business. We 

decided to unearth some of the lesser-known 

“fun facts” this year, with our Did You Know? 

section. You will find these section throughout 

the paper with a photo and a trivia fact you may 

or may not have known. See how many you can 

find and don’t forget to mention the business 

guide when you stop in one of the many local 

businesses!
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SEA SCHOOL BOATING & RENTAL

SAFE BOATING COURSES* FISHING CAMP LOW TIDEOLYMPICS ABCSCAVENGER HUNT

SHARK
CAMP

BOAT RENTALS

The Atlantic White Shark Conservancy is excited to partner with Sea School Boating to host the “Shark Week Kids Summer 

Program.” People young and old look forward to watching Shark Week every summer, but we want to provide an opportunity for 

kids to experience it. The week long day program will be offered July 13-19th & August 10-14th this summer for kids ages 7-9.

OUR PROGRAMS

COMING 2015
SHARK
CAMP

 if paid in full during month of April! (Regular price is $474)

BOOKSTORES

Westwinds Bookshop, Inc. 
35 Depot Street, Duxbury ........................................................781-934-2128 

www.westwindsbookshop.com

BUILDERS AND DESIGNERS

A+ Tradesman Co.
40 Wapping Road, Kingston .......................................................781-585-8919

Archia Homes Duxbury .........................................................................................781-934-6141 

www.Archiahomes.comDrake Design Studio 
P.O. Box 1277, Duxbury .............................................................781-934-7354

www.drakedesignstudio.com SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 9

Duxbury Woodworking Loren C. Nass Jr. 

Duxbury .........................................................................................781-934-2380

Hamadeh Custom Builders 

146 Meetinghouse Road, Duxbury ..........................................781-934-7973

BOATING/MARITIME SCHOOLS

Duxbury Bay Maritime School

457 Washington Street, Duxbury .............................................781-934-7555 

www.dbms.org
Sea School Boating & Rental

433 Washington Street, Duxbury .............................................781-452-7429

www.seaschoolboating.comSEE OUR AD ON PAGE 10

Duxbury Clipper
1st Place

NENPA 
Best Advertising  

Supplement

Julie Armstrong • Ext. 24 • Julie@Duxburyclipper.com
Debbie Neal  • Ext. 27 • Debbie@Duxburyclipper.com
Robin Nudd • Ext. 21 • Robin@Duxburyclipper.com

PUBLICATION DATE: APRIL 12, 2017
The Duxbury Clipper Business Guide is sold on a first come first served basis.

Choose from 4 size ads offered at a special rate.

7” x 4.5”
Horizontal  

Half Pg. $325

3.25“ x 9”

Vertical  
Half Pg.

$325

7” x 9.5”

Full Page
 

$475
3.25“x 4.5”
Qtr. Page

$275

Don’t be left out...
Call Your  

Sales Rep TODAY! 
781-934-2811

FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER ... 

• Information at your finger tips 
• Easy to store 
• Key resource for everything Duxbury! 

The ONLY Place to Advertise Your Business and  
Reach Every Household in Duxbury

The Duxbury Clipper Business Guide 
will be printed as a booklet  

beautiful, full color, high quality supplement with...

• Take-out menu
• Gift certificates available

45 Depot Street • Duxbury Marketplace

HOURS:
Monday - Thursday • 11:30am - 9pm
Friday & Saturday • 11:30 am - 10 pm

 Sunday 2-9 pm

934-8222

� �

(Across from the A & P)

The exhibition gives club members the chance 
to display their work, in town for the first time, 
without the fear of being judged. 

“We’re hoping people in Duxbury will see 
what members do,” said Ellen Barry, the club’s 
publicity coordinator. “It’s wonderful to see 
the Duxbury Camera Club actually having an 
event in Duxbury.”  

Current president Chris Ruggio says the eas-
iest way to join the club is to attend a monthly 
meeting and pay the dues for the season, which 
begins in September and runs through June. 

“We have new members joining all the 
time,” he said. 

Collins, who recently won first place in the 
DAA’s Winter Juried Show, says the club has 
fulfilled her original intentions and the small 
group sessions have “egged her on to get shoot-
ing.” 

“You cannot get to be a better photographer 
unless you shoot. It’s just a wonderful way of 
seeing the world,” she said.

Photos courtesy Duxbury Camera Club

Camille Neville looks for a good photo at the State 
House in Boston.

Duxbury Camera Club 
thrives in the digital age

Continued from page 3

A balloon photo taken by Tara Cartee on one of the 
club’s field trips.


